MarIe'S aCroMegaLy
In 1886, Pierre Marie published a report of two cases of a 37-year-old woman and 54-year-old woman with acromegaly ("Sur deux cas d´ acromégalie: hypertrophie singulière non congénitale des extrémités supérieures, inférieures et céphalique") 5 . This was the first detailed clinical description of the disease, which had already been investigated by other authors, but lacked a proper definition 5, 6 . It was in this article that Marie used the term acromegaly for the first time ("A condition characterized by hypertrophy of the hands, feet and face exists which we propose to call 'acromegaly', which means hypertrophy of the extremities") 5 . Marie published further studies on acromegaly in the period between 1888 and 1890; and in 1891, in joint authorship with Marinescu, published a study of the pathological anatomy of the disease, in which an enlarged pituitary gland was defined as a hallmark of the condition 7, 8 . In 1890, Marie suggested to Souza Leite, who was at that time training at Prof. Charcot' s service under Marie' s direct supervision, that he should write his doctoral thesis on acromegaly 3, 4 . Souza Leite defended his thesis in 1890 The book, jointly authored by Marie and Souza Leite, was published under the title "Essays on Acromegaly" and is divided into three chapters. In the first chapter Marie presents his original description of the disease under the title "Two cases of acromegaly: an usual non-congenital hypertrophy of the head and upper and lower extremities" 9 . In the introduction Marie clearly states where the study was carried out: "The two cases which are the subject of this article were observed in Professor Charcot's clinic" 9 . In the same chapter Marie describes eight cases of acromegaly investigated by other authors 9 . At the end of this chapter he draws two conclusions related to acromegaly: 1) "There exists a disease specially characterized by a hypertrophy of the hands, feet and face, which we propose to call acromegaly"; and 2) "Acromegaly is quite distinct from myxedema, and from Paget's disease, as well as from leontiasis ossea of Virchow '' 9 . Souza LeIte'S theSIS -on aCroMegaLy ("MarIe'S DISeaSe") Souza Leite' s thesis was published as the second chapter of the book, under the title "A Thesis on acromegaly (Marie´s Malady)" 9 . In the introduction to this chapter, Souza Leite wrote "To Dr. Pierre Marie is due the merit for recognizing it as a distinct malady and of describing it in such a manner that it can be identified by everyone" 9 . Following that, Souza Leite describes the clinical picture of patients with acromegaly very comprehensively (Figure 2) , emphasizing the presence of headache, menstrual irregularities, reduced libido and visual disturbances 9 . He also discusses the evolution of the disease, differential diagnosis, prognosis and treatment and even describes a pioneering study of the pathological anatomy of the condition 9 . . (Figure 3 ) Finally, in the last part of the chapter, Souza Leite introduces all the cases of acromegaly studied up to then; eight of these had been investigated at the Neurology Service of the Salpêtrière Hospital and thirty in other services, summing up to a total of thirty-eight patients studied 9 . An additional list of ten cases of acromegaly that had been published in the literature was also included 9 . After publication of the book, acromegaly, which had previously been known as Marie' s disease, became known worldwide and Souza Leite' s innovative contribution to the initial description of the disease was internationally recognized. 
